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I N T R O D U C T I O N

Setting the Stage: The South West’s 
Investment Landscape in 2025
By Ben Cooper, Head of Funding and Finance at Tech South West

In a turbulent and rapidly evolving world, epitomised by a 
dramatic shift away from globalisation, the South West of 
England should be well placed to deliver on the government’s 
key focus areas, like quantum computing, defence, renewable 
energy and advanced manufacturing. Driven by world-class 
universities and diverse innovation hubs across the region, 
alongside a robust ecosystem that nurtures 
technology-driven ventures, the South West 
should be attracting significant investment.

Recent insights, however, paint a different 
picture. Numbers from Beauhurst reveal the 
slowdown in investment across the UK in 
2024, where overall investment fell 19% to 
£16.5bn, has continued into 2025, where Q1 
data shows a 35% decline in equity funding 
from Q1 ’24, to £3.77bn. In the South West 
we’ve witnessed an almost 40% fall in 
investment to £136m in Q1’25, compared 
to the same period in 2024.

However, the same data does indicate a 
notable rise in investor activity from within 
the region, with 7 of the 28 equity invest-
ments made in tech companies during Q1 
2025 involving a funder with a South West 

presence — including three from our Partner, Angel Investors 
Bristol. And it is this renewed investment interest in the 
South West that could signal a change in direction. 

Strategic initiatives from local bodies, clusters, universities, 
and incubators continue to look to bridge critical funding 
gaps and amplify visibility for high-potential startups and 
scaleups, and this feels like it’s beginning to bear fruit. 

In recent months we have seen the arrival of Foresight 
into the region, with its new £100m, evergreen, SW Fund 
— seeded by Devon and Avon council pension funds. We’ve 
also seen QantX look to build a significant investment 
vehicle to support university spin-outs from the SETSquared 
Partnership — including Bristol, Bath and Exeter universities. 
Combine that with the launch of new angel groups in 
Cornwall, North Devon and in Cheltenham (two!), and I sense 
there is a shift-change in investment arriving in the South 
West.

Looking ahead, challenges undoubtedly remain, notably 
around sustaining momentum and ensuring equitable 
distribution of opportunities across the region. Nonetheless, 
with concerted efforts to attract diverse capital streams, 
enhance mentoring programmes, and foster industry-specific 
expertise, 2025 marks a pivotal juncture.

A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S

Welcome to 
the South West 
Investment Briefing 
Report – Q1 2025 
Edition
We are proud to present the first quarterly 
edition of the South West Investment 
Briefing Report – a comprehensive 
overview of the region’s evolving 
investment landscape, key trends, and 
standout opportunities across sectors. 
This report is part of a wider Funding 
& Finance programme that delivers the 
South West Investment Summits, London 
Showcase, and PitchUp! series of online 
founder pitch events.

This report and the wider Funding & Finance programme 
would not have been possible without the invaluable support 
and collaboration of our partners RWK Goodman, Howden, 
British Business Bank, and to contributors Angel Investors 
Bristol, North Devon Angels, SWIG, New Future Ventures, 
Shipshape.vc, Maven, Foresight, MAINstream and FSE 
Group for their expert commentary and regional perspec-
tives. A special thank you goes to our Partner Beauhurst, 
whose data and insights have played a crucial role in shaping 
the quality and depth of this publication.

Our aim with this report is to spotlight the dynamic growth 
taking place across the South West – from emerging startups 
and high-growth scaleups to institutional investment flows 
and infrastructure developments. Whether you’re a founder, 
fund manager, policymaker, or ecosystem player, we hope 
this report serves as a valuable tool for strategic insight.

Thank you for joining us on this journey. We look forward to 
continuing to build a stronger, more connected investment 
community across the South West.

Ben Cooper �  
Director, Tech South West, Funding and Support Lead 
and co-founder of Angel Investors Bristol

Q1 2025 
investment

Total UK 
down 35% 
to £3.77bn

South West 
down 40% 
to £136m

The South West is primed to 
go from strength to strength. 
A flourishing ecosystem awaits, 
ready to solidify the region’s 
reputation as an innovative 
powerhouse, redefining its 
economic narrative and 
delivering enduring value. 
Just add investment.
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T H E  R E G I O N A L  I N V E S T M E N T  L A N D S C A P E

A Significant 
Quarter for the 
South West
The investment landscape remains difficult in the South 
West. With a 40% reduction in investment in Q1 2025, com-
pared to the same period in 2024, and world macroeconomic 
factors hitting the listed markets, it feels like liquidity is like-
ly to be constrained for the foreseeable future — particularly 
in the pre-seed investment market. Drops in listed markets 
hit Angel Investors directly. As private investors, market 
uncertainty can encourage them to simply do nothing. Plus, 
they often liquidate listed holdings to generate the funds 
required to invest in unlisted, early stage businesses. With 
the recent sharp falls in markets, it removes the incentive to 
liquidate their listed shareholdings, especially if they feel the 
recent sharp falls are temporary.

For Venture Capital Funds, at least in the short-term, they 
have funds they need to deploy, so for founders seeking 
investment in the realms of Series A (£1m+) and above, there 
should still be funds available — for now.

C O M M E N T A R Y  /  D E E P  T E C H  /  S H I P S H A P E

Fueling Early-Stage 
Innovation in the 
South West
When companies use shipshape.vc, our free to use invest-
ment search engine, they tell us about their company growth 
plans. This means that they can find investors interested 
in their domain for free, and shipshape.vc gains valuable 
insights into emerging technology companies. Deep tech in 
the South West is a particularly promising area.

Of the companies based in the South West that have used 
our search engine, 20% are in deep tech. However, companies 
in the deep tech space make up a disproportionate share of 
the equity value of companies in the South West (£284m 
out of £641m). The combined value of deep tech companies 
represents 44% of the total value of South West-based 
companies. 

Moreover, our data shows that companies in the South West 
plan to raise a combined total of c. £178m. Of that total, busi-
nesses with a Deep tech focus are looking to raise c. £94m, 
which represents 53% of the total amount being raised. This 
represents a significant share of potential investment for the 
region. 

shipshape.vc data shows that there are some particularly 
interesting technologies being developed in the South West. 
From underwater autonomous vehicles (UAVs) to a solution 
to removing pathogens from water without the need for 
toxic chemicals. Another makes green energy sailing vessels 
that combine energy generation, storage and distribution. 
Others include a company developing new batteries for EVs, 
businesses developing advanced technologies in robotics, 
semiconductors, and more. 

These few examples demonstrate the profound impact that 
South West-based deep tech business could have not just for 
the region, but on a global scale. 

C O M M E N T A R Y  /  D E E P  T E C H  /  B E A U H U R S T

Unlocking the 
Future: Key Trends 
in Deep Tech 
Investment
The UK deep tech sector remains a key driver of innovation, 
securing £9.17bn in investment across 1,795 deals in 2024. 
While this marks a slight decline from the £9.3bn invested 
in 1,893 deals in 2023, the sector continues to demonstrate 
resilience amid an evolving economic climate. Investors 
remain committed to backing breakthrough technologies, 
ensuring deep tech remains a cornerstone of the UK’s 
innovation economy.

In the South West, deep tech investment has undergone a 
notable shift. While the number of deals held steady at 113 
in both 2023 and 2024, total investment fell from £442.6m 
to £221.1m. This suggests a reduction in average deal size, 
possibly due to a slowdown in larger late-stage rounds. 
However, it also indicates an increasing focus on early-stage 
investments, an encouraging sign that the region is fostering 
the next generation of high-growth deep tech companies.

The South West boasts a thriving ecosystem of startups, 
world-class universities, and cutting-edge research institu-
tions, particularly in aerospace, advanced engineering, and 
quantum computing. As more early-stage companies secure 
funding, the region is building a strong pipeline of future 
scale-ups that could drive renewed investment in the coming 
years.

With Bristol and Exeter emerging as technology hubs and 
increased government-backed support for regional innova-
tion, the South West is well-positioned for long-term growth. 
While short-term investment figures reflect a transitional 
period, a steady deal flow and strong talent base suggest a 
bright future, ensuring the region remains a vital part of the 
UK’s deep tech landscape.

UK Total Fundraisings

Soucre: Beauhurst

Soucre: Beauhurst

South West Total Fundraisings
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O P I N I O N  /  I N S U R A N C E  /  H O W D E N

The Role Insurance 
has in Driving 
Growth and 
Cost Savings in 
Deep Tech
The world of deep tech businesses is defined by innovation 
and cutting-edge advancements. However, navigating this 
niche sector comes with its own set of unique risks and 
challenges. For companies operating in this highly special-
ised arena, insurance can serve as a critical enabler of both 
growth and cost efficiency.

Deep tech businesses often work at the frontier of science 
and technology, where the path to commercialisation can 
be lengthy and uncertain. Insurance helps to mitigate risks 
across various stages of development—from R&D to scaling 
up production. By safeguarding intellectual property, 
protecting key talent, and providing coverage for potential 
liabilities, insurance can create a safety net that empowers 
these businesses to pursue ambitious projects with 
confidence.

Cost savings through tailored solutions

While some risks in the deep tech sector are universal, 
others are highly specific to the nature of the technology and 
industry. A one-size-fits-all insurance policy simply won’t cut 
it. Tailored insurance solutions, designed with the intricacies 
of deep tech in mind, can lead to cost savings.

For instance, bespoke coverage for clinical trials in biotech or 
cyber insurance for AI-driven platforms can help businesses 
avoid the financial fallout of unforeseen events. By working 
with insurance specialists who understand the deep tech 
landscape, companies can ensure they are not overpaying for 
unnecessary coverage or leaving critical gaps unprotected.

At Howden, we understand the complexities of the deep 
tech sector. Our tech team specialise in crafting insurance 
solutions that align with your business goals, enabling you to 
focus on what you do best: innovating and driving the future 
forward.

Whether you’re a startup aiming to secure investment or 
an established player scaling your operations, we’re here to 
help you navigate the risks and optimise your cost structure. 
Reach out to Howden’s tech team today to explore how we 
can support your journey. 

howdenbroking.com/techsouthwest

L E G A L  /  C O R P O R A T E  T R A N S A C T I O N A L  /  R W K  G O O D M A N

Taming the AI Genie: 
Regulation, Risk 
and Reality
As new technologies develop, you can guarantee one thing; 
the law will be catching up! AI is no different with govern-
ments around the world scrambling (well, in governmental 
terms at least) to work out how to put the genie back in the 
bottle. So what do companies need to think about? 

Regulation is coming

The EU has already passed the EU AI Act. If companies 
intend to implement AI models in the EU they will need 
to comply even if they are based outside the EU. The 
Government have consulted on the UK’s approach but 
we wait to see what approach the UK will follow. Will it be 
similar to the stricter approach of the EU or the more laissez 
faire approach of the US? Watch this space.

Don’t forget Data Protection

Whilst not as exciting (well for lawyers) as new AI specific 
regulation, the spotlight on GDPR (whether the UK or EU 
flavour) will become ever brighter where AI is being used to 
process personal data, with controllers needing to comply 
with the GDPR when processing personal data using AI 
models. The ICO have now published guidance for those 
developing and using AI so expect them to increasingly look 
to take enforcement action where the provision or deploy-
ment of AI does not comply. 

Intellectual property

Litigation is coming as rights holders realise that their intel-
lectual property has been used to train AI models without 
consent. When deploying AI models, companies should 
consider the risk of possible infringement claims (especially 
where models have been developed by third parties) and seek 
to protect themselves against potential third party claims. 

Investors and companies alike should stay alert if they do not 
want a nasty kick from the AI tail.

rwkgoodman.com/sector/technology-and-media

To find out more about how RWK Goodman work with Tech 
businesses and their investors reach out to Scott Preece 
scott.preece@rwkgoodman.com

R O U N D U P  /  S O U T H  W E S T  I N V E S T M E N T

Spotlight on Success:  
Regional Investment Stories
Whilst disparities between investment levels across the UK 
are stark, within the South West region they are also signif-
icant, reflecting uneven capital allocation. As we talk about 
earlier in this report, in Q1 2025, the region experienced a 
sharp 40% drop in investment into tech businesses, to £136 
million, compared to the previous year, highlighting overall 
economic uncertainty and constrained liquidity, particularly 
affecting pre-seed ventures.

Within the South West, Bristol notably outpaced other areas, 
receiving £93.6 million, representing the lion’s share of 
regional investment. Conversely, regions like Dorset (£725K), 
Cornwall (£600K), and Wiltshire (£380K) saw significantly 
less capital inflow, underscoring the dominance of Bristol as 
the gateway to funding in the region.

Devon (£22.9M) — and principally Exeter — remains relatively 
strong, and Somerset (£11.8M) secured moderate funding, 
indicative of a growing interest in defence and energy 
production. Key government sectors - including renewable 
energy and defence saw significant investment, with several 
“net zero” businesses receiving funding, highlighted below.

These regional variances underscore the critical need for 
strategic initiatives to ensure equitable funding distribution 
and bolster economic resilience across all areas. Efforts like 
the introduction of local investment groups and regional 
funds indicate proactive measures aiming to address these 
gaps, though sustained effort remains essential to balance 
investment opportunities and regional development 
effectively.

Region Highlights
1 CORNWALL

Inyanga Marine
£502,000
Inyanga Marine Energy Group 
provides consultancy and 
operation management services 
for the marine renewables sector 
in addition to harnessing tidal 
energy.

2 PLYMOUTH
Altilium Clean Technology
£4m
Altilium Clean Technology aims 
to reuse end-of-life electric 
vehicle batteries as a source of 
critical metals. In recent news, 
the company has developed the 
UK’s first EV battery cells using 
recycled cathode active materials. 

2 DEVON
HCI
£880,000
HCI provides digital information 
to the healthcare sector, including 
video tutorials for at home care 
and a mobile app for tracking con-
dition symptoms and treatments.

3 DORSET
Latent Drive
£40,000
Latent Drive develops a range of 
fuel cell technologies, specialising 
in electrochemistry. 

4 BRISTOL
Bunch
£1.47m
Bunch develops software de-
signed to allow people in shared 
living arrangements to manage 
bills from multiple suppliers in 
one place.

5 WILTSHIRE
Marble
£300,000
Marble develops technology 
that enables aircraft to fly 
autonomously.

6 SOMERSET
Origen
£10.5m
Origen develops technology 
that aims to use natural gas to 
produce energy without carbons 
emissions.

Relative 
investment 
amounts across 
the region
1 �CORNWALL: £600K

2 DEVON: £22.9M

3 �DORSET: £725K

4 BRISTOL: £93.6M

5 �WILTSHIRE: £380K

6 SOMERSET: £11.8M

7 GLOUCESTERSHIRE: £5.7M

1

2
3

6

4

7

5
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U P D A T E  /  I N V E S T M E N T  F U N D S

Investment Funds 
in Action: Updates 
from the Frontline

 
SWIG Finance �
SWIG Finance is a market-leading, not-for-profit company 
providing flexible, unsecured funding solutions to businesses 
across the South and West Country.

As a people-based lender, we take the time to understand 
the needs of a business, its management team and prospects 
for success. This means we can often support projection-led 
ventures, where the product or service has been proven and 
the opportunity evidenced.

An example of this is Bristol-based Map Impact, an advanced 
geospatial analytics business using transformative technol-
ogy to address a range of environmental assessment needs. 
Having developed the tech solution and route to market, our 
£250k loan helped seal their partnerships with key organisa-
tions and move into international markets.

Other recent customer case studies include:

•	 A £155k growth loan to help a tech security 
business establish an innovative cyber security 
apprenticeship scheme

•	 A £140k loan to expand a Photonics business 
specialising in Photonic Integrated Circuit (PIC) 
assembly and packaging

•	 A £25k Start Up Loan to help commercialise an 
innovative children’s sleeping aid product 

Our track record speaks for itself: In 2023/24, we lent £14m 
to 500 new and growing businesses, helping to create and 
secure over 700 jobs and generate £71.5m in social impact.

To find out how we could help your business, contact Lisa 
Nathan at lisanathan@swigfinance.co.uk.

For more information about our services please visit www.
swigfinance.co.uk

 
Maven Capital Partners�  
The £200 million South West Investment Fund is part of a 
series of Nations and Regions Investment Funds launched 
by the British Business Bank. It aims to drive sustainable 
economic growth by supporting innovation and creating 
local opportunity for new and growing businesses across 
the region. The Fund is increasing the supply and diversity 
of early stage finance for South West smaller businesses, 
providing funds to firms that might otherwise not receive 
investment and helping to break down barriers in access to 
finance.

Maven Capital Partners manages the £38 million equity 
fund, SWIF Maven Equity Finance, which can provide 
investment of up to £5 million to support ambitious 
earlier and later stage businesses across the South West of 
England. Maven is one of the UK’s most active private equity 
investors and has a track record of identifying and nurturing 
technology-driven businesses. To date, SWIF Maven Equity 
Finance has backed a number of local companies including:

•	 Sustainable packaging innovator, Kelpi, to advance 
manufacturing pilots and take its pioneering 
biomaterial technology to market.

•	 Leading robotic additive manufacturer, Q5D, to 
support Q5D’s mission to revolutionise wire laying 
processes across multiple sectors, including automo-
tive, aerospace, and consumer electronics.

•	 Medical device business, ReadyGo, to support 
product development, drive commercial partner-
ships, and fund R&D at its laboratory facilities.

•	 Microsoft adoption specialist, Changing Social, to 
expand market reach in the UK and internationally 
fuelling more on digital transformation projects for 
organisations.

 
New Future Ventures �
At New Future Ventures, our current cohort of startups and 
founder teams are building exciting B2B SaaS businesses 
based in and born out of the South West. Each is supported 
through our hands-on venture studio model, where founders 
benefit from expert-led assistance in building out defensible 
technology based IP and go to market strategies. We work 
with startups from day one up to £1M ARR, offering an 
intensive, collaborative environment focused on rapid 
development and early market traction. By providing hands-
on guidance on product strategy, technical integration, and 
go-to-market execution, we help founders shorten their 
time-to-market and lower costs.

Our Current Cohort Includes: 

•	 Near Zero By Design: near-zero.space — A data 
platform that helps the Space Sector Measure, 
Benchmark, Improve and Report on Carbon Impact

•	 SalesRook: salesrook.com, harnessing AI-driven 
sales automation

•	 SecurityWyse: securitywyse.ai, offering next-gen-
eration cybersecurity using the crowd, data, AI and 
tokensation

•	 Stamp: thesocialstamp.com, innovating frictionless 
tokenization in social commerce

These ventures have reached key milestones — from product 
launches to pilot customer deployments to first revenue, to 
breakeven trading —showcasing strong momentum under 
NFV’s guidance.

Leveraging the UK’s SEIS/EIS funding structures, NFV de-
livers tax-efficient capital to high-growth potential startups, 
reducing risk for both founders and investors. We invest 
time and money directly ourselves to ensure alignment with 

investors and founders. Our staged investment strategy, 
coupled with a robust go-to-market playbook, supports 
cost-efficient growth and strong business fundamentals. By 
emphasising scalable tech architecture and early customer 
acquisition, we aim to foster defensibility and significant 
market traction. Through this model, NFV continues to 
champion the South West as a burgeoning hub for innovative 
B2B technology ventures, fueling transformative solutions 
with global reach.

 
FSE Group �
“The FSE Group plays a crucial role in supporting businesses 
across the South West of England through the management 
of part of the South West Investment Fund (SWIF), a £200 
million initiative backed by the British Business Bank. As one 
of the fund managers, The FSE Group provides equity and 
debt finance to innovative, high-growth companies located in 
Cornwall, the Isles of Scilly, Devon, Somerset and Dorset. 

The £46m equity fund run by FSE is sector agnostic but has 
seen an increased number of investments focused on tech-
nology and sustainability. Since its launch (July 2023) the 
fund has invested more than £10M in 17 regional business 
and has completed its first follow — on equity investment. 
The fund has also attracted a further £16m into the region 
which has been invested alongside FSE. 

In December 2024, the fund provided additional capital 
to Just Move In, a Bournemouth based provider of Home 
Setup services, investing alongside Eos Ventures, Wayra (the 
innovation arm of Telefonica), and Second Century Ventures. 

This collaboration helped the company secure its first 
Series A funding. Another recent investment for the fund 
was the support of the Exeter-based AI-driven data and 
analytics platform, Distil.ai. This investment was part of a £1 
million funding round that also included participation from 
Waterspring Ventures . Distil.ai specialises in transforming 
raw data into actionable business intelligence, particularly 
for the restaurant and hospitality sectors. 

For a complete list of portfolio companies, visit: 
thefsegroup.com/portfolio. 

For more information about the funds available 
in the South West, contact Ralph Singleton: 
Ralph.Singleton@thefsegroup.com

Foresight  
Technology Fund�
Founded in 1984, Foresight is a leading investment manager 
in real assets and capital for growth, operating across UK, 
Europe, and Australia. With decades of experience, Foresight 
offers investors access to attractive investment opportunities 
at the forefront of change. Foresight actively builds and 
grows investment solutions to support the energy transition, 
decarbonise industry, enhance nature recovery and realise 
the economic potential of ambitious companies. Foresight 
Group has £12.1 billion of assets under management as at 
December 2024, with AUM set to increase further following 

the Group’s acquisition of WHEB, a leading impact invest-
ment strategy focused on listed equities. Foresight’s private 
equity division manages a portfolio of over 300 companies in 
UK-based SMEs. The Foresight Technology Fund, launched 
in 2017, combines both Foresight and Fortescue’s respective 
expertise to create what we believe is a unique late Seed to 
Series A Deep Tech investment proposition.

The South West has a thriving community of Deep Tech 
SME’s and entrepreneurs which we believe provides an 
exciting opportunity to support businesses on their journey 
and help drive growth across the region. The Foresight 
Technology Fund has invested in four exciting Deep Tech 
companies based in the South West to date:

•	 Open Bionics: 3d printed bionic prosthetic arms

•	 Beam: using AI, autonomy and underwater robotics 
to service offshore windfarms

•	 Insphere: intelligent metrology solutions for 
automated manufacturing

•	 Zero Point Motion: chipscale photonics for acceler-
ation and rotation sensing

In November 2024, Foresight announced a £50m first close 
of a new fund dedicated to growing companies across the 
South West and will establish offices in Bristol and Exeter to 
further embed ourselves in the local community and support 
the innovative companies across the region. 

We’re excited by the high-quality Deep Tech companies that 
are being established and scaled in the South West, notably 
in the fields of photonics, quantum computing and semicon-
ductors and are actively seeking investment opportunities in 
the region.
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U P D A T E S

South West Angel 
Investor Groups 

News from Angel  
Investor Bristol�
We’ve got off to a fast start in 2025, with a total of four deals 
completed in the first quarter, three of which are in tech — 
Anya, Microsol and Milbotix. Since our launch at the tail 
end of 2023, we’ve now made six tech-based investments in 
companies from across the South West, and with four more 
close to completion, we’re looking to hit £1.2m invested by 
early Q2. 

We remain impressed with the quality of deal-flow we see 
from South West-based tech firms; our only issue is we don’t 
have the liquidity to invest in them all! That’s why we’re 
working closely with Tech South West to grow the Angel 
community in the South West.

News from North  
Devon Angels�
With the support of North Devon and Torridge Councils, 
Tech South West, Angel Investors Bristol, plus the British 
Business Bank and the UK Business Angels Association, 
we launched North Devon Angels at the end of January 
at Saunton Sands Hotel. We’ve been delighted with the 
response — both from founders seeking investment and 
potential investors looking to make their first foray into 
Angel investment.

We’re working closely with Angel Investors Bristol to build a 
sustainable group, focussed on North Devon and South West 
opportunities.

News from  
MAINstream�
At Michelmores, our award-winning Corporate Team and 
MAINstream, our Angel Investor networks are driving the 
growth of early-stage businesses in the South West, particu-
larly in the Tech sector. 

MAINstream was established in 2019 to help accelerate the 
growth and diversity of angel investing in the South West. 
Following its success, 2025 has seen us launch MAINstream 
Cheltenham, where we hope to have a similarly positive 
impact in and around Cheltenham. Each network will host 
several events a year.

One recent success story is Exeter-based Distil.ai, who 
Michelmores have supported on several fundraises. Distil 
is an AI-driven data and analytics platform that has carved 
a niche in transforming raw data into actionable business 
intelligence, with a particular focus on the restaurant and 
hospitality sectors.

This is a great example of how we look to work alongside 
other participants in the SW funding ecosystem to make a 
genuinely positive impact.

We are proud to contribute to the success of South West 
startups and are excited to support Tech South West’s 
unrivalled commitment to fostering innovation in the South 
West.

If you’d like to learn more about our work in the region 
or becoming an Angel Investor, feel free to get in touch: 
ben.cooper@techsouthwest.co.uk

S O U T H  W E S T  I N V E S T M E N T  E V E N T S

Backing the 
Region’s Brightest: 
Why the South West 
Investment Summit 
Is a Must-Attend
The South West Investment Summit 2025 is back — and 
it’s shaping up to be a key date in the UK tech and finance 
calendar. Taking place this October in Exeter, the Summit 
brings together some of the most forward-thinking minds in 
venture capital, entrepreneurship, and industry innovation 
to explore what’s next for the South West’s thriving tech 
sector.

Now in its second year, this event offers a rare opportunity 
for investors, founders, and financial leaders to connect in 
one of the UK’s most dynamic regions for innovation. With 
the South West fast becoming a national hub for high-growth 
sectors like AI, fintech, clean energy, and deep tech, the 
Summit offers a front-row seat to the opportunities shaping 
the region’s future.

Why attend?

•	 Expert-led panels diving into the trends, risks, and 
rewards of investing in emerging tech markets

•	 Real conversations with top-tier investors, founders, 
and ecosystem leaders driving growth in the South 
West

•	 Exclusive insights into the businesses and 
technologies redefining the regional – and national 
– landscape

Whether you’re scouting your next portfolio addition or 
looking to understand what’s powering innovation beyond 
the usual hotspots, this is your chance to get ahead of the 
curve.

Book your tickets here

PitchUp!
Are you a South West based tech founder looking for 
investment? Well, PitchUp is our programme of online pitch 
events designed to get you noticed! Pitching to a panel of 
active investors, you’ll get direct feedback on your pitch, plus 
the opportunity to showcase your business to a virtual room 
of funders. 

Dates:

•	 Weds 30 April 10-11

•	 Weds 11 June 10-11

•	 Weds 9 July 10-11

•	 Tues 9 Sept 10-11

•	 Weds 12 Nov 10-1

Apply to pitch here

Sign up to receive our future 
quarterly reports and to 
receive the monthly Funding 
and Finance newsletter
techsouthwest.co.uk/funding-finance-programme/

Page 11

Tech South West / Funding & Finance Programme / SW Investment Briefing Report Q1 2025

Page 10

Tech South West / Funding & Finance Programme / SW Investment Briefing Report Q1 2025

https://www.michelmores.com/
https://www.michelmores.com/mainstream-angel-investor-network/
http://Distil.ai
mailto:ben.cooper%40techsouthwest.co.uk?subject=
https://www.techsouthwest.co.uk/funding-finance-programme/#pitchup
https://techsouthwest.co.uk/funding-finance-programme/


techsouthwest.co.uk

Page 12

Tech South West / Funding & Finance Programme / SW Investment Briefing Report Q1 2025

https://techsouthwest.co.uk

	Welcome to the South West Investment Briefing Report – Q1 2025 Edition
	Setting the Stage: The South West’s Investment Landscape in 2025
	Unlocking the Future: Key Trends in Deep Tech Investment
	Fueling Early-Stage Innovation in the South West
	A Significant Quarter for the South West
	The Role Insurance has in Driving Growth and Cost Savings in Deep Tech
	Taming the AI Genie: Regulation, Risk and Reality
	Spotlight on Success: 
Regional Investment Stories
	Investment Funds in Action: Updates from the Frontline
	South West Angel Investor Groups 
	Backing the Region’s Brightest: Why the South West Investment Summit Is a Must-Attend
	PitchUp!

